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Gratitude  Spoken  Here

In  October  a  group  of  us  attended  a  workshop  on  The  Gift  of  Inner  Freedom  at  the  Episcopal  Monastery  in  
Cambridge.    In  their  presentations,  both  Br.  David  Vryhof  and  Br.  John  Braught  spoke  about  the  importance  of  
gratitude  in  helping  us  free  our  spirits  from  unhealthy  attachments.    Br.  David  outlined  the  elements,  includ-
ing  gratitude,  of  the  Ignatian  Daily  Examen.    Br.  John  talked  about  the  practice  of  writing  down  a  daily  list  of  

stretch  in  the  life  of  her  organization.

Certainly,  in  the  life  of  the  parish,  November  feels  like  Gratitude  Month.    We  begin  on  All  Saints  Day  giving  
thanks  to  God  for  the  saints  who,  by  their  witness  and  example,  help  us  live  as  faithful  children  of  God.    Some  
saints  are  people  celebrated  in  our  prayer  book  and  Holy  Women,  Holy  Men,  others  are  people  who  lived  
among  and  have  gone  home  to  God,  and  many  are  those  who  touch  our  lives  every  day  making  God’s  love  and  
care  manifest.    

All  Saints  Day  also  brings  us  Pledge  Commitment  Sunday.    On  November  1st,  when  we  all  place  our  pledge  
cards  on  the  altar,  our  pledge  commitments  represent  our  Biblical  tithe  to  God—our  giving  back  to  God  a  per-
cent  of  the  abundance  with  which  God  has  blessed  us.    Pledging  is  an  act  of  gratitude  to  God  and  for  the  life  and  
ministry  of  this  parish.

who  return  2016  pledge  cards,  to  people  who  make  donations  to  the  Fair  or  place  an  ad  in  the  Fair  Program  

I  know  well  and  to  many  whom  I  will  never  meet—all  of  whom  support  the  work  of  God  in  this  place.

To  invite  everyone  into  my  discipline  of  saying  thank  you  to  the  many  people  who  support  God’s  work  here  

gratitude  is  spoken  here.

As  we  close  out  the  month  with  Gratitude  Sunday  and  Thanksgiving,  we  focus  our  hearts  and  minds  on  giving  
thanks  to  God  for  all  the  blessings  of  our  lives.    Despite  or  maybe  because  of  happy  weariness  from  the  Fair  on  
November  21,  November  22  is  Gratitude  Sunday.    We  will  decorate  our  altar  with  the  fruits  of  the  harvest  and  
enjoy  an  abundant  coffee  hour  as  we  celebrate  God’s  great  generosity.    And  then,  we  will  head  to  My  Brother’s  
Table  to  serve  lunch  to  those  who  may  be  struggling  to  see  God’s  abundant  love  and  care.

For  those  looking  for  a  Thanksgiving  Service,  we  gather  with  the  Lynn  Community  on  Sunday,  November  22  at  
7:00.    And,  on  Thanksgiving  Eve,  we  encourage  everyone  to  come  sing  and  prayer  our  gratitude  as  we  celebrate  
the  Eucharist—God’s  Great  Thanksgiving.

Gratitude  is  indeed  an  attitude  that  shapes  who  we  are  and  how  we  live.    It  keeps  us  focused  on  the  abundance  
of  God’s  blessings  rather  than  the  worldly  attachments  that  draw  us  away  from  God.    May  we  speak  gratitude  to  
one  another  and  in  the  midst  of  the  world.  
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STEWARDS OF RESOURCES 
 
ALL SAINTS’ DAY IS PLEDGE COMMITMENT SUNDAY.  On Sunday, November 1, Bruce 
will play When the Saints Go Marchin’ In as members of the congregation stream to the altar to 
offer their pledge commitment cards to God and St. Stephen’s Memorial Episcopal Church.  We all 
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BUY YOUR MULTI-GIFT RAFFLE TICKETS 
 

GRAND PRIZE:  One Nights at The  
Westin Boston Waterfront; Breakfast at Sauciety 

'

Second Prizes: 
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'

Third Prizes: $50 Gift Cards 
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'

```````'
BUY YOUR SUPER SPORTS RAFFLE TICKETS 

 

TWO PATRIOTS TICKETS 
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NURTURING THE CONGREGATION 

CELEBRATING THE SAINTS OF GOD.  On All Saints’ Day, we celebrate the saints by 
reading the necrology—the names of the people buried from St. Stephen’s since the last All Saints 
Day.  But, through baptism, we also welcome into the household of God new members of the 
Christian community.  Our next opportunity for baptism will be on the Feast of the Baptism of 
Christ, Sunday, January 10, 2016 at 10:00am. 
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COME YE THANKFUL PEOPLE COME 
God has blessed each of us with abundance 

Take time from your food and football to give thanks to God 
Join us at the Lord’s Table 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 AT 7:00 
 

All are encouraged to lift our voices in song and prayer 
Come be fed at the Lord’s Table 

$
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HOSPITALITY TO CHILDREN, YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS 
'
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'
IMPORTANT DAYS OF CELEBRATION FOR THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH.  On All Saints 
Day, thousands will gather at Washington National Cathedral for the installation of the Rt. Rev. 
Michael B. Curry as the first African-American Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church.  The 
Living Church reports “For Bishop Michael Curry, a disciple’s transformed life begets joyful 
witness, public acts of justice, and potentially contagious faith.”  And on Friday, November 13 at 
7:00 as part of our Diocesan Convention, we will re-dedicate St. Paul’s Cathedral and seat Bishop 
Alan Gates in his Cathedral. All are welcome to attend this celebration of our Diocesan community! 
'
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